David Brink is honoured for his many contributions to the theory of nuclear structure and nuclear reactions which have helped to shape Nuclear Physics over several decades. He is one of a select band of theorists whose work over more than forty years has deeply influenced the field. His seminal work with D Vautherin in 1969-1971 on a theory of nuclear masses using effective interactions of the Skyrme type in a mean field approach proved particularly successful and established the ground rules for thousands of papers in nuclear theory.  This work introduced density functional methods into nuclear many-body theory and has been cited over 1150 times, including 30 in 2003. His methods are currently being used by theorists all over the world in the new field of exotic nuclei. 
Brink’s 1972 work on transfer reactions between heavy ions is also heavily cited by both theorists and experimentalists. Based on semi-classical ideas, this work provided a useful simple way of understanding and predicting important selection rules for transfer reactions.
Brink’s ideas and insights have also helped to clarify a variety of other phenomena including nuclear giant resonances, clustering in nuclei and quantum mechanical and semi-classical theories of heavy-ion scattering. With C V Sukumar and others he showed how the Feynman Path Integral approach to quantum effects could be applied successfully to nuclear reactions.     
Brink’s work reflects his remarkable intuition, his clarity and ability to simplify the description of complicated phenomena by identifying the most appropriate approximations.  He has had a large number of students and collaborators from all over the world. For all of them he has been a source of scientific and human inspiration and admiration. His commitment to the value of truth and his unselfish attitude to sharing knowledge have made him an outstanding figure in nuclear physics and one still very active at the frontline of research.  

